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Fishing Scenario ID #45
©GAMEPLAN

bon’t expect a party. There’s one good reason to book a trip with “Sturgeon
Frank” Ressum and you’re looking at it. Frank’s Guide Service simply
provides the best chance an angler has to land an oversize specimen of the
largest freshwater fish in North America.

You might land more than one: expect a minuimum of eight hook-ups
per boat, if you fish both days of a week-end, with fish averagin
7 to 9-feet long! Expect a battle lasting from 30 minutes to an
hour, perhaps more. Expect a memory to last a lifetime

FC President Dale Dorcas can vou
for that, and is seen several tim
this Gameplan fighting an . e\

footer from Ressum’s boat j
reminds us-- - ‘I

#

-

‘- You just might want to /iR l=I0

Frank’s Guide.Service =
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‘( Columbia River Sturgeon

| 1. BEST DATES: June 1- 15
Note: Earlier in the
year, anglers will catch
many, many smaller
sturgeon, 30 to 60
pounds. The date
above is for those
aiming at oversize fish,
strictly catch-and-
release.

[1 2. This is a guided
scenario: contact Frank
Russum, Frank's Guide
Service 77 NE Morgan
Portland, Oregon 1-800- -
432-0631 E-mail: fishguid@spiritone.com, or see his website at www.sturgeonfrank.com/

3. Fishing is from a 24-foot North River Seahawk “fully outfitted with padded swivel seats and a

canvas top for inclement weather...modern electronics, GPS, Loran Video, Colored ICD, VHF,
Video and LCD fish finders which aid in navigation and locating fish.” view of boat

[11. You will require a valid Oregon OR Washington fishing license. While these are available close

to the launch area, anglers will save time by purchasing these in advance. (A $12 Oregon one
day license may be purchased near launch site.)

L2, A fishing for oversize sturgeon is strictly catch-and-release.

|| 3. Frank’s Guide Service 2007 rates are $165 per angler, with four sharing a boat. As an

alternative, you may hire the boat entire for $600 per day (up to four anglers) or $660 for for up
to 6 anglers. See rates at sturgeonfrank/prices policies, contact Frank Russum at 1 (800) 432-
0631 (he prefers calls), or email at fishquid@spiritone.com

|4, Fishing Coaches strongly recommends that members commit themselves to learning as much
as possible from a guide, and following directions as carefully as possible!

While the goal at Fishing Coaches is to provide information that will lead members to become more
expert at every level, in some cases a guide’s services provide a large advantage; and, on occasion
fisheries require such unique knowledge, skills and tackle that a guide is all but mandatory.

Fishing Coaches does not receive commissions or compensation of any kind for
recommendations of equipment, tackle or services.
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Columbia River Sturgeon

] 1. All fishing
gear is provided.

[ 12. Expect beautiful
weather and cool to
moderate

. temperatures. Bring

. sunscreen and come
| prepared for rain and
. wind.

[]3. As on any trip,
bring polarized
sunglasses, and—for
certain—a camera.

[ 4. Bring your own
lunch and plenty of
beverages.

Power? Note how this fish has dragged
down the river on right side of boat. Luckily,
FC President Dale Dorcas was able to haul

I I T I the Columbia back into balance, so it can
roll on to this day.

BEs Enjoy the luxury of having all tackle set up for you, but Fishing Coaches urges Members to

carefully observe rigging and techniques unfamilier to them. Guides know plenty about best
practices, and have often developed variations specific to their own waters or personal styles.

[ ] 2. On this Scenario, fresh shad is key to success. That provides a bonus: anglers
will begin the day using trout tackle to catch the two to four pound shad baits
Ressum will rig to catch the giant “prey-of-the-day.”

| ] 3. Patience is important when fishing for sturgeon; patience and stamina when targeting the
largest.




Columbia River Sturgeon

' 1 1. For this scenario Frank Ressum meets clients

2. Camping:

' 13. Lodging may be found at:

at the The Fishery, about 45 minutes from
Portland: 541-374-8577, exit #35 off Freeway
84. (Go right, then take another right at the
first stop sign. Go under freeway: it will look
as if you're headed onto the on-ramp, but
take the small road on the left, travel 2.miles.)
Note: The Fishery’s hours vary by season.
Early on they’re open 6a.m. to 3pm, Thursday
through Sunday 6-3, 7a.m. to 3p.m. Monday
through Weds...Call in advance.

Note: The Fishery has snacks but not meals,
also licenses and tackle.

The Fishery has a limited number of
campsites with electricity but without sewer
or water hook-ups.

Travelers may also wish to check out John B.
Yeon State Park, off 84; also Ainsworth
State Park.

The Holliday Inn Express in Troutdale (503-
492-2900) or Best Western
bestwesterntroutdale

In Cascade Locks, at the Best Western Best Western
In Stevenson, at Skamania Lodge, 800-671-9207
For other options try www.hotels.com/

] 4. For an excellent map of the general and specific area, see http://maps.google.com/maps

F

Communing with Nature on the Columbia...

F

Frank’s Guide Service

Frank’s Guide Service
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Columbia River Sturgeon

Saving Our Own

Here’s one way to handle an
oversize monster.

Frank’s Guide Service R Here’s another

The Caspian Sea in Russia is the largest
inland water in the world, home to the
Beluga Sturgeon, a species closely
related to the sturgeons of Canada and
the US, but the biggest of them all.

For now. Dams and damned poachers’
unrestrained slaughter has reached a
point where scientists cannot be certain
that enough of these giants survive to
sustain their existence. Most of the trade
is illegal and controlled by the Russian
Mafia, which profitably services luxury
markets in North America, Europe and
Asia. Soon the largest and one of the
oldest of all living freshwater species
will go extinct, exterminated to provide
chic spread for crackers.

. iy o, I T ..,_-'..: .

So far Columbia fish fare better than their
Caspian cousins, if mostly by comparison.
But it will take angler’s efforts to keep this
great fish around...if we want our kids and
their kids to see them.

“The white sturgeon population located in
the Lower Columbia River (LCR) is the
subject of a well-managed fishery,
whereas the remaining species are in
much worse condition. For the most part,
sturgeons and paddlefish are subject to
less effective management, and have a
high degree of uncertainty attributed to
their status. The imminent collapse of sturgeon fisheries in the Caspian Sea region should
provide sufficient warning to managers of domestic stocks here in the United States.”

Report on Sturgeon and Paddlefish, Monterey Bay Aquarium
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